
case. Appellate courts do not decide issues of 
guilt or innocence or ensure that trials were 
conducted perfectly. Instead, an appeal must be 
based on a claim that there were legal errors in 
the original trial. Further, it is not enough to 
show that an error occurred; the error had to 
have been prejudicial—that is, it had to have 

affected the outcome of the case. The appellant 
has to argue that there was a good chance the 
result would have been different if the error had 
not been made. This often is a very challenging 
argument to make.

To cite just one example, in 2006 the defense 
attorney representing the convicted murderer of 
an Indiana University freshman asked that the 
sentence be thrown out, arguing that the jurors 
may have been drinking during legal proceedings, 
given that some of the male jurors in the trial had 

aWilliam Glaberson, “Justice in Small Towns to Be Upgraded,” New York Times, November 22, 2006, A1.

bJudith S. Kaye and Jonathan Lippman, Action Plan for the Justice Courts (Albany: State of New York Unified Court System, 
November 2006), https://www.nycourts.gov/publications/pdfs/ActionPlan-JusticeCourts.pdf.

cJoel Stashenko, “Study Supports Elimination of Hundreds of Justice Courts,” New York Law Journal 240, no. 56 (2008): 2.
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